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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT: 
NAME 
Direct phone number
Email address


[Your Organization’s Name] Joins National Effort to Help More Lost Dogs Get Back Home
Best Friends Animal Society Partners with Animal Shelters to Boost Return-to-Home Rates

[Your city, State] (DATE), 2025) ─ [your organization’s name] is excited to announce its participation in the Paws in the Field Challenge, a national initiative to increase the number of lost dogs who are returned home.

The Paws in the Field Challenge, hosted by Best Friends Animal Society, a leading national animal welfare organization working to end the killing of cats and dogs in America’s shelters. Participating shelters and animal services officers from around the country have received support to pilot innovative community-based field services tactics that will increase return-to-home (RTH) rates and lifesaving. The challenge runs from May 1-31, 2025. 

Nearly 1.5 million dogs entered U.S. shelters as “strays” in 2024, yet only 20% are successfully returned home, according to the industry’s most comprehensive data set collected by Best Friends. Creating and implementing effective return-to-home programming is an important part of achieving and sustaining no-kill.	Comment by Kerry McKeel: I would recommend adding on to this sentence, as to why this is an important part. By returning lost dogs to their homes, rather than bringing them to the shelter first they are not only reunited more quickly with their owner, but it also helps to ensure that limited shelter space is reserved for animals truly in need. Many lost pets live close to where they are found, and a simple check for identification tags or a quick neighborhood search can make all the difference.	Comment by Arin Greenwood: I think that's a great addition!

[Insert quote from your spokesperson or director about why your organization is participating in the challenge and what it means for your community.]
 
[bookmark: _Int_krZ6RafV]“Many if not most ‘stray’ dogs are actually lost pets who just need some help to be reunited with their families, but it’s not always easy to do,” said Whitney Bollinger, Director of Strategy & Network Operations, Best Friends Animal Society. “The Paws in the Field Challenge is all about organizations like [your organization’s name] innovating and implementing the strategies to get more of these pets back to the people who love them, instead of sitting in shelter kennels. This will reunite families and save pets’ lives."
 
Every participating organization will receive up to five field services kits for officers containing supplies to help lost pets get home. Plus, organizations meeting challenge requirements will receive a $1,000 grant and a one-year individual officer National Animal Care & Control Association (NACA) membership. Five top performing organizations with the greatest year-over-year increase in return-to-home rates for dogs will receive an agency NACA membership and a $500 gift certificate to Tomahawk Live Trap for animal services equipment.  

[Your organization’s name] is proud to be part of this initiative to help lost dogs return home and save pets’ lives. 
 
Adjust this section according to what practices and strategies you will be implementing The return-to-home strategies [your organization’s name] will be implementing for the Paws in the Field Challenge include: 
· Equipping all animal services officers with microchip scanners and scanning lost/stray pets for microchips in the field.
· Making a first attempt to contact an owner before a lost/stray dog is brought into the shelter
· Leaving flyers about a lost/stray dog who’s been picked up and brought to the shelter at the intersection closest to the impoundment location, along with instructions about how to reclaim them.

The public can also get involved. [Name of your organization] is distributing yard signs to help more lost pets get back home — come to [organization name] at [address] during the hours of [hours] to pick up your free yard sign and learn more, while supplies last. 
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About [Name of Your Organization] 
[Insert your organization’s “who we are and what we do” statement and URL. We suggest this be about three sentences in length.] 
 
About Best Friends Animal Society
Best Friends Animal Society is a leading animal welfare organization working to end the killing of dogs and cats in America’s shelters and make the country no-kill in 2025. Founded in 1984, Best Friends is a pioneer in the no-kill movement and has helped reduce the number of animals killed in shelters from an estimated 17 million per year to 415,000 last year. Best Friends runs lifesaving programs across the country, as well as the nation’s largest no-kill animal sanctuary. Working collaboratively with a network of more than 5,100 animal welfare and shelter partners, and community members nationwide, Best Friends is working to Save Them All®. For more information, visit bestfriends.org.
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